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Satisfied 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 
Philippians 3:8 


WAS not satisfied with bargains laid, 
I However finely wrought and seem- 
ing fair, 
Upon the crowded counters of the world, 
For passers-by to share; 
Their goods were flimsy; I had need of 
garb 
For warmth and wear. 


They took my hard-earned coin and gave 
me dross— 
Trinket and tinsel, pleasing for a day. 
I was no longer satisfied to spend 
My heritage for things to throw away, 
And find the bread was bitter that I 
thought 
To be my strength and stay. 


So Jesus found me. He is all I ask 
Of health or peace, ambition or delight. 

And should I ever falter, looking back 
Lest I should share the cross, oh, set 
me right 

the hurt glance You turned on 
Peter’s shame 

And fan anew love's flame! 
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Thorns and Roses 


There are always more thorns than 
flowers on a rosebush. But when the 
roses are in full bloom, it is their ex- 
quisite beauty and fragrance that are 
enjoyed and the thorns are lost to view 





beneath the lovely colors and marvelous 
formation of the petals. Any lover of 
roses, who knows how to cultivate them, 
is willing to put up with the thorns, 
and spend hours in patiently spraying, 
pruning, and fertilizing the bushes in 
order that he may have the joy of see- 
ing, smelling, and sharing with others 
the varicolored blooms in June. There 
is a wonderful passage on trial in Ro- 
mans that opens out like a rosebush. 
“Tribulation worketh patience; and pa- 
tience, experience; and experience, hope: 
and hope maketh not ashamed; because 
the love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given 
unto us” (Rom. 5:3-5). There is a pro- 
gression here, from “tribulation,” like 
the thorns, through “patience” and “ex- 
perience,” like branch and leaf and bud, 
to “hope” and “love,” like the full flower. 
Just as one must handle thorny branches 
slowly, gently, and with gloves, so we 
must meet tribulation quietly, and pro- 
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Laws of 


N HIS great penitential Psalm, David 
I pours out his heartbroken anguish 
over his great sin in connection with 
Bathsheba. In the course of his plea for 
pardon, cleansing, and recovery, he 
prays: “Restore unto me the joy of thy 
salvation; and uphold me with thy free 
spirit. Then will I teach transgressors 
thy ways; and sinners shall be converted 
unto thee” (Psa. 51:12, 13). These words 
imply that bondage to sin had robbed 
David both of joy in the Lord and power 
with men. No longer were sinners be- 
ing turned to the Lord by the example 
and precept of a godly king. No longer 
did David thrill with the joy of divine 
salvation. And behind both the loss of 
joy and the loss of power to turn others 
to the Lord lay sin. 
There are many joyless and powerless 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“And straightway the father of 
the child cried out, and said with 
tears, Lord, I believe; help thou 














mine unbelief” (Mark 9:24). 
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tected by the shield of faith. Not only 
is patience required for this, but it in- 
creases patience; and every new trial, 
borne in the strength of the Lord, adds 
to our stock of experience, and our as- 
surance that nothing is too hard for Him, 
And when the next trial is encountered, 
it is with renewed hope that He who 
has led us in triumph before will do so 
again. And as we see Him work, and 
look back upon His tenderness and care 
through the dark days, then, like a 
flower opening, our heart is filled with 
love and praise to Him, and with His 
own love to us— “because God's love 
for us floods our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit who has been given to us” 
(Weymouth). The thorns can be pain- 
ful, but in time the flower grows on the 
same bush. “But the God of all grace, 
who hath called us unto his eternal glory 
by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suf- 
fered a while, make you perfect, stab- 
lish, strengthen, settle you” (1 Pet. 5:10), 
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Revival 


Christians today, and back of both con- 
ditions is sin. Not till the sins of God’s 
people are cleansed and put away will 
their joy return and sinners be converted 
by their testimony. Behind the inef- 
fectiveness of much of our evangelistic 
effort lies sin in Christian lives. There 
is great and growing need for sinners 
to be converted. Godless materialism 
and pleasure-seeking hold the masses of 
people enslaved. Iniquity abounds, and 


the only remedy is a great spiritual 
awakening. But it must begin with 


God’s people. In the story of David's 
repentance and restoration can be seen 
the great laws that always govern revival 
and recovery of the backslidden. With 
revival the crying need of the Church 
today, let us inquire into those laws of 
revival. 

1. There is first the law of conviction. 
For months, David had been unrepent- 
ant. Stifling the protests of conscience, 
he performed his kingly duties, and par- 
ticipated in the Temple worship, giving 
no sign of any sense of guilt, shame, or 
sorrow. But inwardly all was tumult 
and unrest. “When I kept silence,” he 
said in another Psalm, “my bones waxed 
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old through my roaring for groaning] 
all the day long. For day and night 
thy hand was heavy upon me: my 
moisture is turned into the drought of 
summer” (Psa, 32:3, 4). God was striv- 
ing with the royal sinner, and he was 
resisting. God was working to convict 
David of the gravity of his sin and guilt, 
speaking by the strivings of a violated 
conscience. Then, when David’s pride 
and stubbornness still held out, to the 
voice of conscience God added the voice 
of Nathan, and when the _ prophet 
wheeled upon the king with, “Thou art 
the man,” the work of conviction was 
accomplished. David resisted no longer. 

Conviction of sin is the first essential 
to revival. But, as with David, so with 
many more, to the voice of conscience 
needs to be added the voice of some 
fearless and outspoken man of God. We 
should pray God to raise up His spokes- 
men by whom conviction shall be effec- 
tively produced in backsliders that they 
might repent. 

2. Then there is the law of contrition. 
Out of his own experience of heart- 
brokenness over sin David wrote, “The 
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a 
broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou 
wilt not despise” (Psa. 51:17). The thing 
God waits for in the sinning backslider 
is heartbrokenness. To feel convicted 
in heart and conscience is one thing. It 
is another thing to yield to it and be 
broken before God in true penitence. It 
took a long time, perhaps a year, to 
break down the proud, stubborn, im- 
penitent heart of David. And it is tak- 
ing longer than that for some of us to 
come to an end of our self-excusing and 
our proud refusal to acknowledge our 
sins honestly and repentantly before 
God. Revival is delayed because we 
backsliders are too proud to humble our- 
selves to repent. We need to be brought 
to contrition, to heartbrokenness over 
our sins. The word “contrite” carries 
a root idea of pieces of rock or lumps 
of soil being crumbled into fine powder. 
Our hearts, before God, are lumps of 
pride in need of breaking up till we are 
humbled before Him, all self-excusing, 
all self-vindication gone. But how we 
hold to our pride! How loath we are to 
admit our guilt! How long it takes for 
our hearts to be broken before God! No 
wonder He has to use the shatterings of 
calamity or the batterings of disappoint- 
ment to produce that heartbrokenness 
before Him without which revival and 
renewal cannot come. 

3. But when, at last, we have a broken 
and a contrite heart, we can meet the 
next law of revival, the law of confes- 
sion. “If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness” (1 John 1:9). As soon as David 
honestly and heartbrokenly confessed, 
“I have sinned,” the prophet said, “The 
Lord also hath put away thy sin .. .” 
(2 Sam, 12:13). The ill consequences of 
the sin were keenly felt in David’s after 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


life; but David was forgiven and re- 
stored to fellowship with God, and 
walked humbly with God through all the 
later years of chastisement. But con- 
fession was necessary to forgiveness, 
Here is where contrition is seen to be 
so essential. Without contrition we shall 
never break with pride and humble our- 
selves to own up to our wrong before 
God, let alone man. And just here re- 
vival is often hindered. We are so re- 
served, so guarded, so general in admit- 
ting our faults. True, caution is needed 
in public confession of sin. We are not 
to wash our dirty linen in public. But 
when God’s Spirit is at work in real 
revival, God’s people will confess their 
sins. They will be confessed to God, 
frankly and honestly. Where needful 
they will be confessed to men, too. The 
nature and circumstances of the sin 
should determine the nature and the cir- 
cumstances of the confession. Private 
sin should be confessed privately to God. 
Sin against a fellow man or a group 





A Christian General Writes 
on the Sovereignty of God 


AJOR GENERAL WILLIAM 

K. HARRISON, JR., Com- 
manding Officer of Fort Dix, N, J., 
headquarters of the Ninth Infan- 
try Division, has written an article 
for THE SuNDAY ScHOoL TIMES on 
“The Hand of God in Military His- 
tory.” Many readers will remem- 
ber General Harrison’s inspiring, 
personal testimony which was pub- 
lished in THE SunpAy ScHOOL 
Times early last year (Jan. 14 and 
21, 1950). 

General Harrison is a graduate 
of West Point, fought and was 
wounded in World War II in Eu- 
rope, and served with General 
MacArthur in Japan for two years 
after the war. While stationed in 
Washington he taught a Bible class 
for some time in a small church 
in one of the suburbs. He is en- 
thusiastic about his lifelong work 
as a soldier, and has received 
many military citations during his 
career. But his first love is for 
the Word of God, and he is a keen 
student of the Bible. 

In his forthcoming article, which 
will be in next week’s SUNDAY 
Scuoot Trmes, General Harrison 
sets forth, clearly and convinc- 
ingly, his view that God does rule 
and overrule in the affairs of men, 
and his statements are supported 
with Scripture. It should bring 
comfort and renewed peace of 
mind to troubled believers in these 
perplexing days, and especially to 
Christian parents whose sons have 
been or will be taken for service 
in the armed forces. 
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should be acknowledged to _ those 
wronged. In certain types of sin, ob. 
viously confession of details does more 
harm than good; but in other forms ot 
sin, such as dishonesty, backbiting, and 
bad temper, honest confession is good 
for the soul, clears the atmosphere, and 
makes for reconciliation where there 


has been estrangement. It was of such 


sins that James was thinking when he 
(Continued on page 565) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Finding the Bible 
Hard To Understand 


An elderly Christian, regular church 
attendant, constant Bible reader always 
— admits to close friends that it seems 
that the more the Bible is read the 
more difficult it is to understand it! 


Is there anything but prayer that 
will help? An effort to defend the 
Bible and clear up a point is met with 
a reply like this, “That is just your 
opinion.” 


As this person draws nearer the 
end of life, the family become more 
anxious and troubled about this situa- 
tion.—Deeply Troubled. ° 
It sometimes happens that even a 

Christian, who has lived in close com- 
munion with the Lord and served Him 
for many years, may pass through pe- 
riods of darkness and depression toward 
the end of life. This is often due to 
physical causes, but may also be brought 
about by the direct attacks of Satan. 
Two very well-known writers and 
preachers of the last century —one an 
American, the other British — who were 
greatly used of God to help others, had 
great struggles with doubts and perplex- 
ities toward the close of life, but God 
eventually gave them victory. William 
Cowper is another example of one who 
was a blessing to others, but who suf- 
fered much from fears and anxieties, 
and even real mental illness. The case 
of the elderly Christian mentioned by 


(Continued on page 557) 








A CORRECTION 


In Mr. Maxwell’s second article on 
“The Need for Salt as Well as Grace” 
there is an error down toward the end 
of the article, to be exact, on page 438, 
May 12. It is in the paragraph which 
has at the head of it, “Saltless Salt.” 

A little over halfway down the para- 
graph the sentence begins, “Armenian 
Christians did not give the Japanese 
the Gospel as they should have.” Ob- 
viously, this should read “American 
Christians” instead of “Armenian 
Christians did not give the Japanese 
the Gospel as they should have.”—A 
Canadian reader. 


The Canadian reader is quite right, and 
the Editors regret the typographical 
error. Mr. Maxwell made this point: 
“In due time the Japanese gave our boys 
— some of the very boys who might have 
carried them the Gospel —a baptism of 
bayonets and blood.” 
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ll. The Secret of Power and the Enjoyment of the Lord 


Guarding against hardness of heart 





mind where we are so occupied with 

the struggle against fleshly sin, or 
unbelief, that we act as though any 
means is permissible, then the love has 
gone and the power has gone. Combat, 
to be for God’s greatest glory, must be 
fought according to God’s rules. It is 
possible to struggle for personal purity 
and the purity of the church without 
having the struggle based upon love and 
leading to a deeper love of God and man, 
When this is done it leads inevitably 
to dead orthodoxy, and dead orthodoxy 
is always the threshold to new heresy. 

Is this easy? No, love, just like pur- 
ity, is a battle against the flesh all the 
way. 

But the Bible takes this matter of 
love a step further. Let us notice in 
1 Thessalonians 3:12 and 13, “And the 
Lord make you to increase and abound 
in love one toward another, and toward 
all men, even as we do toward you: to 
the end he may stablish your hearts 
unblameable in holiness before God, even 
our Father, at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ with all his saints.” As Bib- 
lical thinking upon purity leads us to 
love, so Biblical thinking upon love al- 
ways leads us to purity, 


1: WE have come to the frame of 


Not Just Good Will or Kindness 

Biblical love is not just a vapid good 
will or a vague kindness. There is some- 
thing real and realistic about Biblical 
love. God so loves His children, those 
who have accepted Christ as their Sav- 
iour, that He sometimes causes pain in 
chastisement. And true Biblical love in 
us also sometimes must cause pain to 
men, including our brothers in Christ. 
When a father chastises a child he does 
it because he loves him. When Spur- 
geon raised his voice in his day it was 
because he understood both the teaching 
of Biblical purity and Biblical love. If 
we have true love for the Lord, the lost, 
and for our brothers in Christ, then we 
will be willing to pay a great price for 
personal purity and for the purity of the 
church. If we are not, then our love 
is somewhere defective. Our love must 
be shown in practical ways to the end 
that we together may be established un- 
blamable in holiness before God, even 
our Father—and how much more is 
this important as the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ seems so near. 

True love and true purity are like two 
sides of a coin, or like two sides of a 
mirror, one concave and one convex. 
They cannot be separated and we, for 
ourselves personally and for the leaders 
of the Christian organizations in which 
we are, must be certain that no choice 
is made between purity and love. There 


This is the second installment of Mr. 
Schaeffer’s article on the need for 
both purity and love in Christian 
life and work. As was pointed out 
last week, the diagrams he has drawn 
make his articles adaptable as black- 
board lessons for young people’s and 
adults’ Bible classes. (It is not plan- 
ned at present to issue these articles 
in pamphlet form.) 








is something wrong with us if we pro- 
duce devotional literature and sermons, 
without literature and sermons for both 
kinds of purity; and there is something 
wrong with us if we produce literature 
and sermons in defense of the faith with- 
out devotional, literature and sermons, 
The prayer that does not lead to conse- 
crated combat for personal purity and 
purity of the external body of believers 
falls short; and combat which does not 
lead to an increase in public and private 


- prayer falls short. And how twice mis- 


erable is the man who, lacking a clear 
view of love, begins to toy with a loss 
of purity in person or church; and how 
twice miserable is the man who, lacking 
a clear view. of the need of personal or 
church purity, loses for some reason his 
view of love as well. May God deliver 
us from the missing of either side. The 
lack of either is not static: If we lack 
purity on small points, we shall tend 
to let larger things pass; if we lack love 
in dealing with our enemies, we shall 
tend to lack love in dealing with those 
closest to us. We may do many com- 
mendable things while being deficient on 
one side or the other, but our true power 
and our joy in the Lord will be propor- 
tionately impoverished. Christ’s com- 
mand is for both purity and love; and 


if there is to be true power and enjoy- 


ment of the Lord, both commands must 
be faithful and equally obeyed. 


Fower - Enjoyment 








Love 





Puri ty 


One thing more. All this is as a 
tinkling cymbal and sounding brass if 
our end motive is not right. Philippians 
1:11 reads, “Being filled with the fruits 
of righteousness, which are by Jesus 
Christ, unto the glory and praise of 
God.” The Lord tells us here what should 
be the end of the fruits of righteousness. 
The end of the fruits of righteousness 


By the Rev. FRANCIS A. SCHAEFFER 


Should be the glory and praise of God. 
The reason we should want purity of 
ourselves and of the church, and the 
reason we should want love, should only 
be because of our love for our Lord. 


In the second chapter of Revelation, 
we find Christ speaking to the Church of 
Ephesus. This church was a church at 
work. It was a church of patience — 
patience apparently in the midst of per- 
secution for Christ’s sake. It was a 
church that hated false doctrine. Christ 
praised them for all this; but one thing 
they lacked. They had left their first 
love. They had left their love for Christ. 
No one looking on from the outside 
could observe this, but Christ knew it. 
They were doing all the things they had 
begun to do because they loved Him, 
but they no longer did these things be- 
cause of a deep love for Christ. And the 
Lord said that if they did not return to 
this first love, He would take away their 
candlestick. That is, He would remove 
their testimony. There is only one final 
motive acceptable to God—that is, our 
love for Him, 


No Conflict in True Love 

There will never be conflict between 
true love for God and true love for men. 
If our love for the brethren and our love 
for the lost are love indeed, they will 
never take precedence over our love for 
our Lord and His commands. If our love 
for the Lord is love indeed, we shall not 
forget to wage our combat according to 
His rules. 

Doing seemingly Christian things (in- 
cluding the seeking of purity of life and 
purity of the church, and stressing love) 
out of an inward desire for honor or 
praise, for leadership, for power or money, 
for a desire not to be disturbed, or for a 
desire to be proved right in our past 
decisions, is a vain thing. An inward 
love of power, or love of any of these 
éther things, precludes the possibility 
that our motive is right before God, no 
matter how we may talk with our lips 

Is it easy to base our lives upon this 
one motive — our love for our Lord? Let 
us take time to allow the Holy Spirit 
to search our hearts. It is not enough 
to say intellectually and theologically, 
“The chief end of man is to glorify God.” 
The question is, do I love Him with all 
my heart, my soul, and mind? This mat- 
ter is the most difficult of all— it is the 
battle — against the flesh all the way. 
This battle must be fought every day of 
our lives in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
It is the “I die daily” of Paul. 

Perhaps we, like a multitude of our 
brothers in the past and like some in our 

(Continued On next page) 
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Holding Young People and Seniors 


Three questions that should challenge every Sunday school 


“cc Y YOUNG people turn out for 
parties, but they don’t come to 
Sunday school.” This is the complaint 
that is frequently heard in churches. If 
this condition exists, then there is some- 
thing wrong with the Sunday school 
program. Is the teacher suitable for 
young people? Is the study material 
desirable? Is method of presentation in- 
teresting? These may be some of the 
questions that should be asked. 

Teachers in our church are selected 
by the Sunday school board and are not 
chosen at random from the church mem- 
bership. Certain qualifications are essen- 
tial before selection is made. Thus, 
“misfits” are not frequent. Our Sun- 
day school board and superintendent 
are ready to do everything that is rea- 
sonable to meet difficult situations. If 
a class really does not like the teaching 
material that is being used, the board 
does something about it. After listening 
to suggestions from teacher and pupils, 
they prayerfully make selection of an- 
other course of study. 

Some classes in our Sunday school 
study a book of the Bible, some use the 
International Uniform Lessons, while 
others take a prepared course of study. 
Using a variety of teaching material 
affects our opening worship service, be- 
cause we cannot use a theme to match 
all lessons taught. However, permitting 
the pupil to come first does have its 
reward in attendance. Our superintend- 
ent is a spiritual man, putting the Sun- 
day school first, even before his busi- 
ness. Problems, large or small, are 
important to him, and teaching material 
is one problem which he has satisfac- 
torily solved. 

Is method of lesson presentation in- 
teresting? Good material may be spoiled 
if poorly presented. A teacher may be 
able to hold the interest of his pupils 
by the use of a variety of teaching 
methods. If he is teaching a book of the 
Bible, a chart would put a “punch” into 
the lesson. Since I am not a sign painter, 
I had to find an easy way to prepare a 
chart. In a toy department at the Christ- 
mas season, I purchased two sets of rub- 
ber letters, individually mounted on 
wood. With the aid of a well-inked 
stamping pad, I stamp the letters on a 
good grade of muslin. (A lay-out on 
wrapping paper should be at hand.) I 
work the letters over with show card 
ink. Variety may be added to the charts 
by the use of different colors. Illus- 


trations on the chart may be made with 
wax crayons such as the children use 
in school, but a warm iron should be 
applied on the wrong side to “set” the 
Mimeographed charts may be 


colors. 
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prepared for individual pupils if teacher 
desires. 

The felt-o-graph method of’ teaching 
may also be used for young people. (Not 
felt-o-graph scenes as used for younger 
children.) I showed the importance of 
resting on God’s promises by the fol- 
lowing lesson: I made a number of rocks, 
cut from gray paper, shaded in black, 
with white lettering upon which I let- 
tered some of the “pitfalls” character- 
istic of the college girl, such as “atheistic 


teachers,” “ungodly friends,” “tempting 
pleasures,” and the like. I cut a girl 
from a mail order catalogue (you can 


use both boy and girl if you are teach- 
ing a mixed class) and placed her in 
the center of my board. One by one, 
I placed the rocks near her feet. I then 
showed how these temptations could not 
phase her because she was standing upon 
the promises of God. As I said that, I 
placed a Bible under her feet to stand 
upon. The Bible was made from black 
construction paper with the aid of some 
gilt paper taken from a greeting card. 
This same idea may be used by having 
a number of huge black clouds appearing 
above the figure, or you could have a 
number of hills and peaks that are 
labeled as I did the rocks. 

If the International Uniform Léssons 
are used, the cartoons by Mr. Russell in 
THE SunpAY Scuoot Times are helpful. 
I use many of them for felt-o-graph 
lessons, adjusting and adding to them as 
I see fit for my particular group. 

The blackboard method of teaching is 
also good. Sometimes it is possible to 
give a whole lesson on a blackboard by 
one simple outline. Take the theme word 
from your lesson, such as “prayer,” “for- 
giveness,” and the like, and write it 
perpendicularly on a piece of paper. 
With the aid of a dictionary, make an 
acrostic of words or phrases from this 
word. For example: 

L ost in sin 

I n iniquity 

F ound in Christ 

E ternal life 
Here again THE SuNnDAY ScHoot TIMeEs 
can be used, for there is usually a black- 
board sketch in “From the Platform,” 
in the lesson department. In teaching 
a lesson on the home, I made a circle 
on the blackboard, placing four spokes 
in it, upon which I wrote “Mother,” 
“Father,” “Sister,” and “Brother.” I 
taught that all had to work in harmony 
in order to make the “wheel” of home 
run smoothly. I also mentioned the fact 
that. the hub was the most important 
part of the wheel. As I told them Christ 
was the hub in the home, I placed the 
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cross of Calvary in the center with a 
red piece of chalk. 

Sometimes young people like object 
lessons. The W.C.T.U. has some good 
ones on liquor drinking and cigarette 
smoking. Music can also be used. On 
one occasion, when I gave a lesson on 
prayer, I had the class stand and bow 
their heads. Two girls with sweet voices 
sang, “Sweet Hour of Prayer.” The class 
was surprised and impressed as the soft 
voices blended with the quietness of the 
room. Each member left the room in 
an attitude of worship. 

Poetry is also useful in teaching. If I 
cannot find a poem to fit the occasion, 
I sometimes take time out to write one. 

The illustrations in THe Sunpay 
ScHoo. Times “Illustration Round Table” 
add variety and interest to a lesson. 
These can be indexed in a file or scrap- 
book. 

Religious paintings and quizzes can be 
used judiciously. Topics may be given 
out to pupils—but not too often. 

In our Sunday school, the method of 
presentation is left to the teacher, and, 
needless to say, a variety of methods is 
used. 

If you are having trouble holding your 
young people, may I ask again: 

“Is the teacher suitable?” 

“Is the study material desirable?” 

“Is method of presentation interest- 
ing?” 

We have tried to answer these questions 
in our Sunday school with God’s help, 
and He has blessed us with many young 
people. 

SALEM, OREG. 

ye 


The Secret of Power and the 
Enjoyment of the Lord 
(Continued from preceding page) 


own day, will learn this lesson in the 
arena of persecution; but it would be 
well to seek to learn it, while there is 
yet time, upon our knees. When we 
have purity leading to love and love 
eading to purity, and all because we love 
the Lord—then there will be lasting 
power and enjoyment of the One who 
is the dear Lamb of God, slain for us, our 
Saviour and our Lord, 


Power - Enjoyment 








Purity 
CHAMPERY, SWITZERLAND, 


Love 





Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Lesson for July 8 


Finding the Bible Hard 
To Understand 


(Continued from second page) 
the anonymous correspondent may be 
similar to these. 

Prayer is undoubtedly the most ef- 
fective means of overcoming the diffi- 
culties. One or two members of the 
family ought to pray daily for the one 
who is in trouble, and it would be well 
from time to time if someone prayed 
with him, not in a critical spirit, but 
in a sympathetic and helpful manner. 
Such audible prayers are often more 
effective than at first they appear to be. 

One of the stumbling blocks in the 
way of those who have doubts and per- 
plexities is that they think their trouble 
is peculiar to them. But this is never 
true. When the Apostle Peter said that 
“the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 
about, seeking whom he may devour,” 
he added, “whom resist stedfast in the 
faith, knowing that the same afflictions 
are accomplished in your brethren that 
are in the world” (1 Pet. 5:8, 9). Paul 
tells us that “there hath no temptation 
taken you but such as is common to 
man: but God is faithful, who will not 


suffer you to be tempted above that ye . 


are able; but will with the temptation 
also make a way to escape, that ye may 
be able to bear it” (1 Cor. 16:13). The 
Devil began his temptation of Eve by 
his question, “Yea, hath God said .. .” 
(Gen. 3:1). He used the same tactics 
with the Lord Jesus, first in the desert, 
saying, “If thou be the Son of God .. .” 
(Matt. 4:3, 6), and then at the cross, 
“If thou be the Son of God, come down 
from the cross” (Matt. 27:40). In the 
first case the Lord Jesus met Satan’s 
temptations by three quotations from 
the Word of God (Matt. 4); but in the 
second case He simply ignored the chal- 
lenge. It may encourage this elderly 
person to know that the Apostle Peter, 
writing by inspiration, said that in Paul’s 


Epistles there are “some things hard 
to be understood” (2 Pet. 3:16). At that 
time Peter was probably over sixty 


years of age: he had known and walked 
and talked with the Lord Jesus, and he 
was filled with the Spirit. So it is not 
Strange that we find some things hard to 
understand. But we ought not to “wrest” 
the Scriptures, as the “unlearned and 
unstable” do, but rather look to God te 
give us light by His Holy Spirit. Bishop 
Ryle of England said: “Give me the 
plenary, verbal theory with all its diffi- 
culties rather than the doubt. I accept 
the difficulties and humbly wait for their 
solution. But while I wait I am standing 
on the rock.” 

It would be well to urge the elderly, 
troubled person to turn deliberately 
away from his doubts and perplexities, 
and rather be occupied with the glorious 
promises and facts of God’s Word. One 
text is enough to bring us out of the 
Slough of Despond if we really lay hold 
of it by faith, remembering that it is 
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the unbroken word of the living God, 
who has ever been and ever will be 
faithful to those who put their trust in 
Him. For example, here is just one good 
promise for those in trouble: “Fear thou 
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not; for Iam with thee: be not dismayed; 
for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; 
yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold 
thee with the right hand of my right- 
eousness” (Isa, 41:10), 


Long-Remembered Sermons 


Golden opportunities to plant the Word in young hearts 


T WILL be interesting to know, when 

we get to Heaven, just which sermons 
have accomplished most. As in most 
areas of our thinking, there will prob- 
ably be many surprises and reversals 
of opinion up there. Perhaps we will dis- 
cover that some of the world’s most effec- 
tive messages were delivered to a juve- 
nile audience that numbered only one. 
There are several reasons why this may 
be so. 

Children love to be preached to, and 
they especially love their parents’ ser- 
mons. A small child has the most teach- 
able of hearts and is without the psy- 
chological barriers that adolescents and 
adults often create for themselves. One 
need not even be subtle with a child, for 
he loves a tagged moral at the end of 
his story. And then if the preacher be 
the mother, she has her little audience 
with her, not for just an hour, but all 
week long to re-emphasize her points. 

There is no other minister that has 
such excellent illustrative material as a 
mother of young children. Tommy comes 
in all cross and disgruntled from a quar- 
rel with his sister. It is a perfect set-up 
for a talk on, “As much as lieth in you, 
live peaceably with all men” (Rom, 12: 
18). Five minutes (and it is usually 
five minutes away from the ironing, or 
tonight's supper) of quiet discussion, and 
the little fellow will have taken a small 
step, at least, on that long road of learn- 
ing to get along with other people. 

A_ six-year-old becomes inordinately 
fond of several dollars received on his 
birthday. There will never be a time 
in his life when an explanation of “the 
love of money is the root of all evil” 
(1 Tim. 6:10) will be better received. 

One young mother was wearily bring- 
ing her brood home from a visit to the 
zoo. Suddenly a bright red, sport Lincoln 
passed by, and naturally they were all 








Mrs. Strachan's Five Children 


By MRS. R. K. STRACHAN 
impressed with it, especially the boys. 
The mother said: 

“Do you know that man wanted and 
wanted to get that car, and he thought 
that it would make him happy, but the 
odd thing is that it hasn't.” 

“How do you know, Mother? 
know him? Are you sure?” 

“No, I don’t know him, and it may be 
all right for him to have it. But one 
thing I am sure of, and that is that if 
he is happy, it isn’t the car that has made 
him so. Things just don’t make us happy 
—they never can.” 

And the rest of the way home was 
taken up with a discussion of values and 
of eternal things, and judging by remarks 
made weeks and months later, those lit- 
tle boys have a deeper understanding 
than many an adult of the reason God 
said, “If riches increase, set not your 
heart upon them” (Psa, 62:10), and, “My 
son, give me thine heart” (Prov. 23:26). 

Another great boon for the mother- 
preacher is that the One who called 
the little children unto Himself, has 
made the Bible into a children’s Golden 
Text Book. Not only are there no stories 
comparable to Bible stories for sheer 
interest, but its simple commandments 
carry an authority that a child seems to 
respect innately. There is hardly a phase 
of child training in which a mother can- 
not find an appropriate verse to carry 
home the lesson. When a child realizes 
that it is God who has commanded obe- 
dience to parents, cheerfulness, industry, 
and honesty, his appreciation for the 
various virtues is greatly increased. 

The two dangers are that, amid the 
press and rush of feeding and clothing 
the family, the parent’s eyes become dim 
to the wonderful opportunities, or that 
she fail to realize the shortness of the 
time allotted her to give her sermons 
while they are still gladly received. A 
five-year-old watching a drunken man 
stagger home is most receptive to a lec- 
ture on “The way of the transgressor is 
hard” (Prov. 13:15), but if one waits until 
he is fifteen, he may not be so impressed. 

“Make a pulpit of your circumstances,” 
someone has said. And we can do just 
that forourchildren. Our great need is the 
eyes to see the priceless daily circum- 
stances which form the world’s best ser- 
mon material. The happy factor in the 
parent’s favor is that children welcome 
their words, and the solemn factor is 
that it may not always be so. 


San Jose, Costa RIca. 


Do you 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 2. JULY 8. LIVING TOGETHER IN THE FAMILY 


Luke 2:51, 52; 10:38-42; Ephesians 5:22, 25; 6:1-4; 2 Timothy 1:1-6; 3:14, 15; printed text, 2 Timothy 1:3-6; 
3:14, 15; Ephesians 5:22, 25; 6:1-4 (In this order). 


Golden Text.—Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.—Eph. 4:32 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 
2 Tim. 1:3 I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers 
with pure conscience, that without ceasing I have remembrance 
of thee in my prayers night and day; 


4 Greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful of thy tears, that 
I may be filled with joy; 

5 When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in 
thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother 
Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also. 


which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus. 

Eph. 5:22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, 
as unto the Lord. 

25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself for it. 

Chap. 6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is 
right. 

2 Honour thy father and mother; which is the first command- 
ment with promise; 


6 Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the 
gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands. 

Chap. 3:14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast 
learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast 


learned them; 


15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

AST week’s lesson dealt with the 
L worth of the individual. We are 

born individually and we die in- 
dividually. Our dealings with God in 
salvation, in consecration, in receiving 
the fullness of the Spirit, are all very 
personal. Yet we are not made to be 
hermits. We are social beings, although 
we are not all equally sociable. After 
the creation of Adam, God said, “It is 
not good that the man should be alone” 
(Gen. 2:18). Therefore He made “an 
help meet for him.” And from that God- 
made union sprang the family. The 
family, then, is a divine institution by 
which we are saved from being hermits, 
like spiders, which have no social ex- 
istence. 

In the family we learn to live together. 
There we receive our “boot training” in 
respect for other personalities besides 
ourselves. The better disciplined we are 
in the family, the more easily shall we 
adjust to other social relationships. 
Chiefly, if we learn to live. the Christian 
life in the intimate circle of the home, 
where we are most completely ourselves, 
there will be little doubt about our 
Christian testimony abroad. 

There is no manual on family life com- 
parable to the Bible. Our modern ex- 
perts in domestic relations have many 
excellent, practical suggestions to offer, 
but too often their basic philosophy is 
defective, not being built on the teach- 
ings of the Scriptures. To the carnal 


mind the divine order may appear severe 
and repressive in certain aspects, but a 
departure from it inevitably leads to 
lawlessness, the weakening of the foun- 
dations, and all too often, to the breakup 


on the earth. 


3 That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long 


4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but 
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
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of the home. The appalling divorce rate 
and the mounting juvenile delinquency 
could never be if families were ordered 
according to the Word of God. 

In the Ephesian passage we shall be 
reminded of the basic responsibilities of 
the various relationships within the fam- 
ily. There is the horizontal relationship, 
that of husband and wife, and there is 
the vertical relationship, that of parent 
and child. Here we have teaching .that 
needs to be restored to Christian circles, 
and then there might be hope of im- 
provement on a national scale. Remem- 
ber that we are not dealing with the 
opinion of a “sour old bachelor,” speak- 
ing of matters in which he has no ex- 
perience. Apart from the studied opin- 
ion of notable scholars that Paul was a 
widower and not a bachelor, the apostle 
here speaks “as the oracles of God,” with 
all authority in the Holy Spirit. The 
lesson is rounded out by three glimpses 
into homes where piety dwelt: the home 
in which Jesus was brought up, a 
Judzwan home where He delighted to 
visit, and the home in which a future 
preacher got his early training. 


Verse by Verse 

2 Tim. 1:3—“I thank God, whom I 
serve from my forefathers.” Justin Mar- 
tyr affirmed that there were “Christians 
before Christ,” men like Abraham, Da- 
vid, and Daniel who saw Christ before- 
time, and rejoiced (see John 8:56). To 
such a company the forefathers of Paul 
belonged, so that by his conversion he 
was not separated from them, but joined 
to them in the true worship of God. 
“That without ceasing I have remem- 
brance of thee in my prayers.” Paul is 
not so. living in the past as to forget 
present responsibility. The prospect of 
his own approaching death makes him 
the more urgent in prayer for Timothy, 


International Council of Religious Education. 


who will now have to carry heavier 
burdens. 

Verse 4—“Greatly desiring to see 
thee.” The verb suggests a homesick long- 
ing. Human friendship is very precious 
to the aged apostle, even on the verge 


of death. Advanced sanctification does 
not make us less “human.” 

Verse 5.—“Unfeigned faith . . . in thy 
grandmother Lois, and thy mother 


Eunice . . . in thee also.” There is an 
undertone of tragedy here. The faith 
comes to Timothy from his mother, not 
from his father, who was a Greek (Acts 
16:1). Many a mother has fought a 
lone battle to implant faith in her chil- 
dren. The case seems to have been sim- 
ilar a generation earlier. Perhaps 
Grandmother Lois and Mother Eunice 
“pooled” their spiritual resources to in- 
fluence young Timothy. By the grace of 
God, they won. 


Verse 6.—“Stir up the gift of God, 
which is in thee by the putting on of 
my hands.” Besides maternal influence, 
apostolic influence of a directive nature 
entered young Timothy’s life. In an act 
of dedication at the hands of the apostle, 
Timothy had bestowed on him a “grace- 
gift,” a Spirit-bestowed ability to be used 
in the service of the Gospel. Such a gift 
does not operate itself, but must be cul- 
tivated, “stirred into flame,” and exer- 
cised to the full. 


Chap. 3:14.—“The things which thou 
hast learned and hast been assured of.” 
Sacred truth had not only been taught to 
Timothy, but confirmed to him, both in 
the demonstration of godly example and 
in personal experience. His obligation 
to abide in the truth was, therefore, all 
the greater. 


Verse 15—“From a child thou hast 
known the holy scriptures.” As we 
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Lesson for July 8 


would say, he had drunk in the Scrip- 
tures with his mother’s milk. The sacred 
writings had been his A B C textbook. 
“Able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith.” Other writings can in- 
duce worldly wisdom, but only the 
Scriptures can give saving wisdom, by 
stirring faith in the Lord Jesus. 

Eph. 5:22.—“Wives, submit yourselves 

. as unto the Lord.” A recognition 
of the governmental headship of the 
man is intended to teach the complete 
headship of Christ (v. 23). A woman 
who refuses to accept God’s order in the 
marital sphere is not likely to yield to 
obedience to the Lord in other matters. 

Verse 25.—“Husbands, love your wives, 
even as Christ also loved the church.” 
Too many husbands demand the sub- 
mission required of the wife without be- 
stowing the love that is required of the 
husband. A woman who is loved with 
a Christlike, sacrificial love will find it 
no hardship to respond with wifely obe- 
dience. Here is a real test of spiritual- 
ity on the part of both. 

Chap. 6:1.—“Children, obey your par- 
ents in the Lord: for this is right.” In 
a Christian household obedience is a 
first law, just because it is the right 
thing. Parents who do not require obe- 
dience are destroying the child. How 
can he obey God if he does not obey his 
parents? Disobedience to parents keeps 
bad company (Rom. 1:29, 30). 


Verse 2.—“Honour thy father and 
mother.” The Ten Commandments are 
not cast aside under grace, but are di- 
rectives for Christian living. Parents 
are reminded that they must seek to 
deserve the honor which the Law of 
God commands. The big stick may se- 
cure outward obedience, but it takes 
more than that to foster reverence. 

Verse 3.—“That it may be well with 
thee.” The promise attached to the Fifth 
Commandment is here enlarged to a 
general principle. Longevity and hap- 
piness are the fruit of righteousness, and 
righteousness must first be cultivated in 
the home. 

Verse 4.—“Provoke not your children 

bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord.” Par- 
ents must avoid irritating and unrea- 
sonable prohibitions and unjust punish- 
ment which would stir rebellion. The 
discipline and warning employed in edu- 
cating the children must be “of the 
Lord,” such as the parents themselves 
have experienced and submitted to at 
the Lord’s hands—and that is always 
accompanied by tender love and under- 
Standing. These are high demands, 
which can be realized only as we are 
“filled with the Spirit” (chap, 5:18). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Family life is so vital a part of our 
human experience that one is not sur- 
prised to find it entering largely into the 
Scriptures. God being Himself the in- 
stituter of the family, we should expect 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
1. July -1.—The Worth of the Individ- 
ual. Genesis 1:26, 27; Matthew 
8:1-4; 12 :9-13; 18:1-6, 12-14; 
1 Peter 1:17-19 


Next Week's Lesson 


3. July 15.—Safeguarding the Home. 
Genesis 27:6-20; Matthew 19:3-9; 
Luke 10:38-42; 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 








Him to give directives for its ordering. 
He gives us much in story form, thus 
picturing for us what is right and what 
is wrong, what makes for blessing and 
what brings disaster. The more direct 
forms of precept, counsel, and exhorta- 
tion are not lacking. In our Ephesian 
portion there is a wonderful summing up 
of the family responsibilities and obli- 
gations, all introduced with a call to be 
“filled with the Spirit” (chap. 5:18). 
The general expressions of the Spirit- 
filled life are first given. It is a tuneful 
life (v. 19), a thankful life (v. 20), and a 
submissive life (v. 20). Then the appli- 
cation is made to the several relation- 
ships of the family, all of which are 
viewed in the light of our union with 
Christ. The Spirit-filled wife will recog- 
nize the governmental headship of the 
husband as representative of the su- 
preme headship of Christ, and will con- 
duct herself toward him with respectful 
submission. The husband, conscious of 
his representative position, will bestow 
upon his wife a love which is at once 
tender, and sacrificial, and ennobling, so 
making her submission a delight and 
not a drudgery. The children, early 
taught the precepts of the Lord, will 
render prompt and glad obedience to 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HY is family life so important for 
the individual? 

2. What methods are used in the Bible 
to instruct us in the principles of family 
life? 

3. Does the submission required of a 
wife signify inferiority in the woman? 

4. Must a wife who is decidedly supe- 
rior to her husband in intellect and per- 
sonality still be in subjection? 

5. When does a “child” cease to obey 
his parents? 

6. To what extent must a Christian 
child obey ungodly parents? 

7. How is the Christian faith related 
to the Stoic suppression of human senti- 
ment and emotion? 

8. What makes Jesus’ submission to 
Mary and Joseph the more remarkable? 

9. What was the basic error that Jesus 
corrected in the home of Mary and Mar- 
tha? 

10. What was the outstanding feature 
of Timothy’s home? 


(Answers on page 564) 
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both mother and father, for the law of 
obedience has not passed out with the 


entrance of the Gospel. On the other 
hand, Spirit-filled fathers will see that 
their disciplining of the children is not 
of a crushing sort, but, like the disci- 
pline of the Lord, merciful and kind 
and understanding. Happy is the home 
that is so ordered ! 

Notice specifically that the wife’s sub- 
mission is “as unto the Lord”; the hus- 
band’s love is “even as Christ , . . loved 
the church”; the children’s obedience is 
“in the Lord”; and the father’s education 
of the children is according to “the 
Lord’s discipline and admonition.” These 
are lofty standards, quite beyond our 
frail human nature, but that does not 
lessen our obligation when God has 
made full provision in the gift of His 
Holy Spirit. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Exhortations respecting home rela- 


tions: 

(1) The submission of the wife (Eph, 
5: 22-24). 

(2) The love of the husband (vs. 
25-31). 

(3) The obedience of the children 
(chap. 6:1-3). 

(4) The consideration of the parent 
(v. 4). 


2. Examples of home relations: 
(1) An example of filial submission 
(Luke 2:51, 52). 
(2) An example of corrected misun- 
derstanding (chap. 10: 38-42). 
(3) An example of early training (2 
Tim, 1:3-6). 


Topics for Development 
A Picture of the Christ Child. The 
statement in Luke 2:51 that Jesus re- 
turned with Mary and Joseph to Naz- 
areth “and was subject unto them” is 
the more significant as it immediately 
follows the first recorded intimation of 
His realization that He was in a unique 
sense the Son of God. It reminds us of 
a later incident given in John 13: “Jesus 
knowing that the Father had given all 
things into his hands, and that he was 
come from God, and went to God; he 
riseth from supper . . and began to 
wash the disciples’ feet.” The earlier 
event was the precursor of the latter, 
and indeed of His whole life of submis- 
sion and self-emptying. What an ex- 
ample for all of us in willingness to 
stoop! And what an example to Chris- 
tian children to practice the piety of 
obedience at home! There is a verse of 
an old children’s hymn which runs like 
this: 
I’m glad my blessed Saviour 
Was once a child like me, 
To show how pure and holy 
His little ones might be; 
And if I try to follow 
His footsteps here below, 
He never will forsake me, 
Because He loves me so. 
Home Training. There is a distressing 
and fatal tendency, even in Christian 
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circles, to depend too much on outside 
influences for the Christian training of 
the children. The church is expected to 
provide an elaborate program of train- 
ing and recreation, while the home be- 
comes more and more a place to eat and 
sleep, for both parents and children. 
The Christian school (in which I thor- 
oughly believe!) is too often resorted to 
as a substitute for home instruction in 
, the things of God, which is not its pur- 
pose at all. Nothing can take the place 
of parental teaching and training. Timo- 
thy received his Bible course at his 
mother’s knee, with the assistance of a 
godly grandmother. God’s order, how- 
ever, lays the primary responsibility on 
the father. The Christian father who 
shifts this duty on to the mother is un- 
fair. There must be team work. The 
program laid down in Deuteronomy 6:7 
is even more urgent today. 
Personal Applications 

Home is the proving ground of char- 
acter. What rating do you attain there? 

Theories of child training come and 
go, but the principles of holy Scripture 
are time-tested and sure. 
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The apparent severities of Scripture 
are the wicket-gate to true happiness, 

You can leave your children no greater 
heritage than the example of godliness. 

Those who are trying to inflate a ques- 
tionable greatness must preserve the ap- 
pearance at all costs, but the truly great 
can afford to stoop (Luke 2:51). 

God’s grace-gifts are not a substitute 
for hard work (2 Tim, 1:6). 

The best way to secure honor from 
your children is to deserve it. 
Golden Text 

Ephesians 4:32.—“Kind . . . tender- 
hearted, forgiving .. . even as God.” 
Speaking of God’s forgiveness, Bishop 
Moule says: “It was done in eternity 
from one viewpoint; it was done at Cal- 
vary from another; from yet another, it 
was done on your personal coming into 
union with Christ by faith; but from all 
points of view it was an act towards you 
of immeasurable and wholly unmerited 
mercy, which must for ever give tone 
to all your thoughts.” The only answer 
to such mercy is kindness, tenderness, 
and forgiveness toward others. 

WHEATON, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGEsSTeD HyMNS 
“For the Beauty of the Earth” 
“Happy the Home When God Is There” 
“Father, Lead Me Day by Day” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and loving Father, Thy goodness and 
mercy have followed us through an- 
other week, ,and we rejoice to thank 
and praise Thee for all the kindness 
Thou dost show to us. We thank Thee, too, 
for the joy of human love, the love of 
parents, sisters, and brothers. Make 
kindness, patience, peaceableness, and 
good cheer to abound in our homes. Help 
us to put Thy Word at the center of our 





My Prayer 
THY LOVE IN ME 
LET OTHERS SEE 











family life and to be faithful in family 
prayer and Bible reading and in family 
church and Sunday school attendance 
Forgive us that we sometimes are mean, 
selfish, and unsympathetic. Put these and 
every sort of sin far from us. Give us 
hearts all pure and filled with love. 
Teach the nations to live together in 
peace. Guard and guide those who stand 
in danger today to resist the foes of free- 
dom. Teach us to use our freedom to 
do Thy will. Awaken Thy Church and 
make her strong to serve the Saviour 
and win to Him the souls He died to 
save. Make our study here now a great 
blessing to us and our homes, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Our Golden Text, 
“Be ye kind one to another,” makes me 
think of a story and of a bit of verse. 
Years ago a small boy was walking with 
his mother in a valley in Switzerland, 
near a wood that was noted for its echo. 
As the laddie ran ahead, he heard other 
steps running, too. “Who's there?” he 
cried, and the answer came, “Who's 
there?” Seeing no one, the boy called, 
“Where are you?” and “Where are you?” 
came the answer. Angrily the lad 
stamped his foot. Someone else stamped, 
too, and half in fear, half in rage the 
boy cried out, “I hate you,” only to hear 
the words repeated, “I hate you.” Hurry- 
ing back to his mother, he told her some 
rude boy was hidden in the wood who 
made fun of him and hated him. Lead- 
ing him back to the wood, the mother 
told him to say, “I love you,” and to his 
surprise the boy heard the reply, “I love 
you.” Then his mother explained that it 
had been the echo of his own words he 
had heard all the time. 

When we speak kind words and try 
to make others happy, kinds words re- 
turn to us and we are happy giving hap- 
piness to others. But bitter and angry 
words make both others and ourselves 
miserable. Kindness to others wins kind- 
ness from others. But to speak and act 
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kindly we need kind hearts. Listen to 
this bit of verse: 
Kind hearts are the gardens, 
Kind thoughts are the roots, 
Kind words are the flowers, 
Kind deeds are the fruits. 
In this business of living together in love 
and peace, everything goes back to the 
heart’s being right. And the Gospel of- 
fers new hearts for old, tender hearts for 
stony hearts, pure hearts for soiled 
hearts. If you are quarrelsome and bad- 
tempered at home, perhaps you need a 
new heart. You can have it for the ask- 
ing, and the one to ask is Jesus Christ. 


VANCOUVER, B. C., CAN. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Thy grandmother Lois, and thy 
mother Eunice” (2 Tim. 1:5).—Here are 
two women whose names will eternally 
remain on the page of divine inspira- 
tion because they were persons of un- 
feigned, or sincere, faith. This verse is 
a revelation of the value the Lord places 
upon faith. “Without faith it is im- 
possible to please him” (Heb. 11:6). 
“Faith,” as we have often said, “is tak- 
ing God at His Word in spite of fears, 
feelings, and circumstances.” 

It is true we are saved by faith, but 
we are also enjoined to “walk by faith” 
(2 Cor. 5:7). We must believe whatever 
God says about every department of our 
lives. These godly women knew what 
it was to trust God implicitly. And they 
were young Timothy’s teachers — and 
what an honor to them he proved to be! 

A Christian family comes to mind in 
which there is a godly grandmother and 
an equally godly mother. They taught 
the two boys in that family the Holy 
Scriptures as well as spiritual songs and 
choruses. The boys were early won to 
Christ and were taught the value of 
maintaining good works. 

As a consequence, it is a joy to visit 
in the home and to listen to their par- 
ticipation in Scripture reading and reci- 
tation. They also ably join in Bible 
games for adults. 

They visited us on one occasion and 
we guided them up one of Yosemite’s 
many peaks. Upon reaching the sum- 
mit, a fellow climber approached and 
asked us about a tract which had been 
received from one of the boys. We were 
surprised, for we had not observed the 
boys handing out tracts; but we could 
praise God for the quiet, unobtrusive 
way in which they were spreading the 
Gospel. 

Upon listening to their conversation, 
we were persuaded that the unfeigned 
faith that dwells in their mother, father, 
and grandmother dwells in them also; 
for whenever they hear anything in 
school which they feel is contrary to that 
which they have been taught, they do 
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not hesitate to say, “But the Bible says 
thus and so!” 

What a delightful contrast they are 
to the group of New York miscreant 
teen-agers who, upon being lectured by 
a judge on respect for the law, inquired 
casually why they should have respect 
for government, when their seniors — 
among them government's own officers 
— show scant respect for it. 

“Knowing of whom thou hast learned 
them” (2 Tim. 3:14).—When young peo- 
ple learn and are assured of things by 
teachers in whom they have confidence, 
it is comparatively easy for them to con- 
tinue in them. 

I had a very dear friend —he is now 
in Glory —who told me he knew Col. 
Robert Ingersoll in his heyday. He lis- 
tened to his infidel lectures and was tem- 
porarily shaken by them. But when he 
asked himself, “Who is right?” the an- 
swer was: “Grandfather—for he not 
only believes the Bible, but lives it. 
And Grandfather is not being paid for 
living a happy, godly, consistent life. 
He loves the Lord and His Word!” That 
turned the tide for my friend. He knew 
the person who had taught him the 
things he knew and, needless to say, he 
continued in them! 


“From a child thou hast known the holy 
scriptures” (2 Tim. 3:15).—My par- 
ents are both with the Lord, but if there 
is one thing above others for which I 
bless their memory, it is the fact that 
they taught me the holy Scriptures when 
I was a child, and that they led me to 
Sunday school, where I was faithfully 
taught the Word, and was encouraged 
and rewarded for committing generous 
portions of it to memory. For the Scrip- 
tures not only revealed to me that sal- 
vation was by faith in Christ Jesus, but 
I can recall many occasions when they 





kept me “from the paths of the de- 
stroyer.” 
“Did heaven. and earth, the visible 


church, and man himself crumble into 
nonentity, I should, through grace ... 
hold to the Word as an unbreakable link 


between my soul and God” (J. N. 
Darby). 
Robert Hall, a prince of Baptist 


preachers, was saved at 12 years of age; 
Matthew Henry, the commentator, at 11; 
Dr. Watts, whose hymns are sung 
throughout Christendom, at 9; Jonathan 
Edwards, one of the most mighty 
preachers, at 8. This should be encour- 
agement enough for parents, guardians, 
and teachers to teach the holy Scrip- 
tures to children. 


“Wives, submit yourselves unto your 
own husbands” (Eph. 5:22).—Notice the 
words in this section of the lesson, 
“wives submit,” “husbands, love,” and 
“children obey.” That is God’s recipe for 
a happy home. One of the most effec- 


tive contributions to this type of home 
is the family altar. 

Many are the testimonies to that end. 
I like that of Dr. 


Courtland Myers, 
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wherein he says, father, mother, and 
twelve children gathered daily around the 
family altar; and then adds: “Do not 
be surprised when I tell you that every 
one of those children was saved by the 
grace of God. Four of them became 
ministers of Jesus Christ, all the rest of 
them Sunday school teachers and God's 
chosen men and women. And they all 
found that inspiration and life at the 
family altar when Father opened the 
Bible, and then lifted his heart to God 
That is the greatest heritage in this 
world.” 

“Bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).— 
Weymouth’s rendering of this verse is 
very choice: “And you, fathers, do not 
irritate your children, but bring them up 
tenderly with true Christian training 
and advice.” 

Ere vour child has reached the seven 

Have him taught the way to Heaven; 

Better still, if he would thrive, 

He should know before he’s five; 


Best of all, if at your knee 
He knows the way before he’s three. 


Wawona, CALIF, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, here is one of the strange 

things in human nature. We can be 
kind and courteous to a stranger, and at 
the same time be rough and actually 
mean to someone whom we love. 

Have you ever seen a fellow act rudely 
to his mother? I have. She is one 
whom he loves very dearly; if someone 
should attack her, he would fight to the 
death to defend her. He wouldn’t do 
that for a stranger, yet he is affable 
and pleasant with the stranger who has 
‘no claim upon him, but ugly to his 
mother who has made every possible 
sacrifice for him—cooked for him, 
nursed him, mended his clothes. It just 
doesn’t make sense, does it? — yet that 
is often the case. 

A fellow is sometimes at loggerheads 
with his sisters; on the outs with every- 
body in his home, making an atmos- 
phere of discomfort and even strife, 
where, of all places, there should be 
love and kindness and _ consideration 
each one for the other. Home is the 
place where we should get our build up 
in spirit, a kind of haven of refresh- 
ment to which we can retreat from the 
cold indifference and sometimes harsh 
treatment of the world outside. But 
each one has to do his part — putting 
himself in the other’s place. 

I heard a story of an American boy in 
France during the first World War. He 
was cited for distinguished bravery in 
action and was called up to receive the 
Croix de guerre. When he returned to 
his barracks he had unpinned the medal 
from his breast where the commanding 
officer had placed it and had put it in 
his pocket. His buddy was surprised, 
and asked him why he didn’t wear it. 
The boy sadly hung his head as he re- 
plied: “I shall not wear it until I go 
back home and be what I ought to be 
to my family. I’ve stayed out late at 
night, spending my money on girls who 
didn’t care anything for me except what 
they could get out of me; I’ve slept late 
in the mornings while my mother was 
in the backyard washing my clothes; 
I’ve never done one kind thing for my 
sister, who always fixed a late break- 
fast for me; I’ve been a sore distress to 
my hardworking dad. No, Bud, I’m not 
going to wear this medal until I act like 
a better soldier in my home. For the 
first time in my life I’m going to buy my 
mother a new dress; I’m going to take 
a two-pound box of candy to my sister, 
instead of being the gallant host to 
some cigarette-smoking, cocktail-drink- 
ing blonde; I’m going to put my hand in 
Dad’s and tell him I have been a cheap 
skate, but from this on I intend to be 
what a son ought to be to a father. 
That’s just a start. I’m going to make 
good in my good home —and then I'll 
take this medal out of its hiding place 
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and have my mother to pin it on me. 
And not until.” 

Well, there was one case where a fel- 
low had a sharp reversal in his program, 
and doubtless it made a whole family 
very happy. 

Fontana Dan, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


BEING A CHRISTIAN AT HOME 


F THE fact that you and I are Chris- 

tians does not make our respective 
homes happier, there is something 
wrong somewhere. When a girl receives 
Christ as her Saviour, she receives a new 
life. If this new life grows normally, 
she will gradually be transformed into 
some likeness to Christ. 

Turn to Luke 2:51, 52. Notice that 
Jesus was “subject” to His earthly par- 
ents and that He grew in favor with God 
and man. As He was growing up in 
the home He was both obedient and 
lovable. We who are Christians should 
be growing constantly more like Him 
in our ways. 

Last week I told you a little about the 
missionary work of Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Burleigh, who worked on an island near 
the southernmost tip of South America. 
Before they went to the island of Wol- 
laston, they spent some time in the 
near-by Falkland Islands learning the 
Yahgan language, which was what the 
natives of Wollaston spoke. 

On their first Sunday in Wollaston, 
they tied a bell to a tree and rang it 
for morning service. A large number of 
natives came to see what was making 
the noise. Mr. Burleigh started preach- 
ing to them in their own language on 
the text, “Behold, I bring you good tid- 
ings of great joy.” In the middle of his 
talk a medicine man arrived, hideous 
with paint, in dirty sealskins, carrying 
both a club and spear. He came up sav- 
age and angry at seeing so many of his 
followers listening to a white man. As 
he came near her husband, Mrs. Bur- 
leigh held her breath, for fear he would 
attack Mr. Burleigh immediately. But 
her husband kept calmly on preaching, 
and the medicine man stood still till he 
was finished. Then he said: “I have 
been listening to your talk and I never 
heard anything like it before! You seem 
different from the white men that come 
here to steal our furs.” Mr. Burleigh 
told the medicine man that they had not 
come to steal anything from the natives, 
but only to tell them of Jesus. 

“Come to my house and tell me more,” 
said the medicine man. They went to 
his miserable hovel and stayed there for 
hours, explaining the Gospel to him. His 
whole heart was stirred to learn that the 
Lord Jesus Christ had died for Him, a 
wicked old heathen. He accepted Him 
as his Saviour and said over and over, 
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“Only to think that there is someone 
who loves us!” This man was trans- 
formed from a cruel savage into a kind 
and gentle Christian. His little girl had 
formerly been afraid of a curse ora blow 
every time he came near. Now she 
came to love him dearly. When the 
medicine man was baptized, he chose 
the Bible name of Samuel, “for,” said he, 
“I want to be one who listens when God 
speaks.” He came to every service, urg- 
ing all his followers to do the same. 
Even when he was very ill he came any- 
way, saying, “I am going to die soon, 
and I want to learn all I can first!” 
When he was too ill to get out of his 
hut he called his countrymen into it 
and urged them to quit their sins and 
get saved. He begged Mrs. Burleigh to 
take his daughter into her home when 
he died, so that she might be brought up 
by Christians. He said, “I want to meet 
my child in Heaven”; and he has, for 
she became a fine Christian and was a 
great help in the home of the mission- 
aries. 

Next week, perhaps, we shall hear 
more about this mission at Wollaston, 
but we have already learned enough to 
see how the Gospel can change not only 
a person, but a home. 

Now turn to 2 Timothy 1:1-6 and see 
how the faith of Timothy’s mother and 
grandmother pervaded the atmosphere 
of his childhood home. When you girls 
have homes of your own, see that they 
are permeated with faith, so that the at- 
mosphere will be favorable for the sal- 
vation of your children and also for 
their growth in grace. 

Second Timothy 3:14, 15 teach us that 
the Christian home should not be a place 
of useless talking and arguing about un- 
important things, but a place where 
every member is studying how to be 
pleasing to God. And if all please God, 
then ali will naturally please one an- 
other ! 

In Ephesians we learn about the duties 
of the different members of the family. 
Read chapter 5:22, 25 and chapter 6: 1-4, 
and let us write on the blackboard what 
we learn about the Christian home: 

The wife submitting to her husband. 

The husband loving his wife as Christ 
loved the church, 

The children obedient to their parents. 

The children speaking respectfully to 
their parents, 

The father careful not to antagonize 
the children. 

The children being trained for God. 

What a happy picture this passage pre- 
sents! Our country today needs millions 
of homes made according to this pattern. 
For the home is the backbone of the 
country. 

Now let us have Dora’s paragraph. 


BEING A CHRISTIAN AT HOME 


To live the Christian life at home 
always begin the day with prayer. Be- 
sides thanking the Lord for His care, 
ask Him to guide your steps through the 
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day so that what you think and say and 
do will be pleasing to Him. 

Be careful to do what your mother and 
father tell you right away. You shouldn't 
fuss and ask, “Why?” but obey pleas- 
antly. 

Be kind to your brothers and sisters 
and other playmates. If you are willing 
for them to choose first, or to get the 
biggest piece, they will probably want 
to treat you that way next time. Even 
if they don’t, the Lord will notice and 
be pleased. He will give you a prize for 
it some day in Heaven, 

If we all follow this advice our homes 
will be happier because we are in them, 
and people will believe that we really 
are Christians. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Living Together Happily in Our Homes 
(Luke 2:51, 52; 2 Tim. 1:1-6) 

HOW a wedding ring. When does a 

person get a ring like this? Does 
your mother have one? Perhaps your 
father has one, too. This ring of gold 
pictures a ring of love inside which two 
people live. (Draw a large yellow circle, 
and write “father and mother” inside it.) 
Before the minister and other people at 
the wedding, Mother promised to love 
and obey Father: Father promised to 
love and take care of Mother. Then 
the ring was given. By and by you 
were born into the family circle of love. 
(Write “you” in the circle.) And per- 
haps brotheys and sisters. (Write 
“brothers and sisters” in the circle.) 

I hope the love ring is strgng in your 
family, and you are helping to make it 
stronger. Let us find from the Bible 
what goes into the ring to make it strong. 
First —2 Timothy 1:5—they had it in 
Timothy’s home when he was a boy — 
grandmother, mother, and Timothy. Yes, 
faith in God and in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Is that in your home? In you, 
anyway? (Print FAITH in small yel- 
low letters along one part of the ring.) 
Faith holds us all together, for it holds 
us all to God. 

Then the boys and girls have to build 
a part of the love ring. They put in— 
(print the letter O on the circle). The 
Lord Jesus put it into the love ring of 
His home when He was a boy — Luke 
2:51. Can you think of a word we use 
that means “subject unto them,” begin- 
ning with O? (Print OBEY along the 
circle.) 

We can find in Ephesians 4:32 three 
more things to make the golden ring of 
love more solid. “Be ye kind one to an- 
other, tenderhearted, forgiving one an- 


other” (Memory Verse). What is the 
first? (Print KIND along the circle.) 


Is it kind to tease your little brother? 
to hide the book Big Sister wants to 
read? Don’t make the love ring weak 
and broken by being somean! “Tender- 
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hearted.” Do you feel tenderhearted 
when you see Mother has all the dishes 
to do? Or is your heart so tough you 
wouldn't offer to help? Are you tender 
or tough when there is an errand to be 
done? Instead of writing that long word 
on our golden circle, what short one 
of four letters, beginning with H, would 
show our tender heart at home when 
there are things needing to be done? 
(Print HELP.) How much we all need 
this next thing in our ring! (Print 
FORGIVE.) And lots of it! Ever have 
to forgive your brothers and sisters? Do 
they have to forgive you sometimes, too? 

Let’s put some faith in our love circle 
now by praying for God’s help to make 
our home love rings strong and good. 
Each of you think just where you may 
be weak, and pray about that. 

Are you Christian soldiers? Report 
on your mission this week, to tell some 
younger child about the Lord Jesus. To- 
day we are going onto the drill ground 
to get the Pauline Epistles in perfect 
form. Find them in your Bible index, 
Romans to Hebrews. When I say, “At- 
tention! Forward! March!” we will 
all march through them by repeating 
their names, keeping together like sol- 
diers. (Repeat this several times. Then 
have individuals do it. Then some may 
try without looking at Bibles.) 


Now some target practice! Can you 
hit Ephesians 6:16, which tells about 
faith being a soldier’s shield? Verse 17 


tells the sword which God’s Spirit arms 
you with. See now if you can hit 1 
Corinthians 13—that is the love ring 
chapter in the Bible, and verse 4 is the 
bull’s eye for today. Now hit Ephesians 
again, chapter 6, verse 1—one of the 
love ring builders. Soldier Timothy had 
a Bible drill ground, too—2 Timothy 
3:15. 
Orono, MAINE. ‘ 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


SE the same house with the same 

family, and add a grandmother to 
it. If you can manage it, have an inside 
room with the family at dinner, or in 
the living room together. You can use 
pictures from magazines for these les- 
sons. Just back them with flannelette 
so they will stick to the board. 

Do you know why we put a grand- 
mother in our family today? Because 
we read about a grandmother in the 
lesson today. Paul has written a letter 
to his young friend Timothy, and he 
speaks of the faith that Timothy has, 
which his mother and grandmother had 
before him. That was one reason why 
Timothy was the fine young man he was. 
No doubt his grandmother had told him 
stories of the Old Testament heroes, and 
of the Lord Jesus Christ when He was 
on earth, for she was old enough to have 
been alive when Jesus was here. 
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Grandmother Lois had been a faith- 
ful mother also, for her daughter Eunice, 
Timothy’s mother, was also a Christian 
with great faith. What a wonderful home 
that was for young Timothy! 

We are told that Timothy’s father was 


a Greek. We are told nothing more 
about him, but he evidently did not 
stop the Christian teaching of his wife 
and her mother. So often we hear wives 
Saying they can’t send the children to 
Sunday school because the husband ob- 
jects, but on investigation, the cases 
where this is really true are very few. 
More often the wife is not interested, 
herself, and her husband is a good ex- 
cuse. No mother who wants to teach 
her child about the Lord Jesus, and how 
to believe on Him, should ever give up. 
If she prays earnestly and uses her op- 
portunities, God will open the way. 

Iam sure Timothy’s home was a happy 
one. Every Christian home should be a 
happy one. If it isn’t, there is something 
wrong there. Of course a father or 
a mother who is not a Christian spoils 
the happiness many times. It is not a 
wholly Christian home then, but a di- 
vided house. But even then, one pray- 
ing Christian parent can bring much 
happiness to a home, even through trial, 
for God gives joy to those who serve 
Him. 

We don’t know whether Timothy had 
brothers or sisters. He may have been 
an only child. But the home we have 
here on the board has four children, and 
many homes have that many or more. 
Now how are so many people going to 
live in one house—seven with the 
grandmother — and all be happy? 

The secret is in our Memory Verse to- 
day, “Be ye kind one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another.” If 
everyone in the home obeys that verse, 
there must be happiness there. But just 
one in the family can make unhappiness. 
Suppose Stan, as I have called the oldest 
boy, is selfish and takes things away 
from Bob, his brother. That makes Bob 
unhappy, and causes trouble for every- 
one in the home. Or if the two littler 
ones, the girls, quarrel and wrangle 
every day, they are unhappy, and the 
mother and grandmother are, too 

Every child can see how this is, but 
I wonder if they see it in their own 
home. It is easy to see it on the flannel 
board, but it is so hard for any of us, 
little or big, to see our own faults. 

Mothers say to me, “I don’t know what 
to do about my boy. He is a Christian, 
and reads his Bible and prays, but he is 
so mean to his little sister that I don’t 
dare leave her with him.” Or, “What 
would you do with two little girls who 
quarrel, slap each other, pull each other’s 
hair, and still say they love Jesus?” 

Maybe some of the mothers of your 
class are saying these things. Perhaps 
the children need to think about how 
they live at home. Many people are 
very pleasant away from home, or when 
there is company, but when only the 
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family are there, they don’t even try to 
be agreeable. 

Everyone who claims to believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour, and 
has asked Him to come into his heart, 
and then is unkind, hateful, quarrelsome, 
at home or away from home, is a dis- 
grace, and makes others think it doesn’t 
mean anything to be a Christian. They 
are poor witnesses for Christ. Even a 
little child is known by his actions. He 
can be a good witness for Christ, so that 
others will want to know his Saviour, 


or he can drive people away from thee 


Lord by his poor testimony. 

Suppose every Primary begins making 
his or her life a good testimony for the 
Lord. 

FELTON, CALIF. 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1951 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

May Be Hard on All.—Be ye kind one 
to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ’s sake 
hath forgiven you (Eph. 4:32, Golden 
Text). It is a good thing to remember 
that living with others may be just as 
hard for the others—Source unknown. 
Sent by Emma Fisk, Boonville, N. Y, 


Unseen Helpers.—Without ceasing I 
have remembrance of thee in my prayers 
night and day (2 Tim. 1:3). 

The weary ones had rest, the sad had joy 

that day, , 
And wondered “How?” 
A plowman, singing at his work, had 
prayed, 
“Lord, help them now!” 
Away in foreign lands they wondered how 
Their feeble words had power. 
At home the Christians, two or three, 
had met 
To pray an hour. 


Yes, we are always wondering, wondering, 
“How?” 
Because we do not see 
Someone, unknown perhaps, and far away, 
On bended knee. 


—Source unknown. Sent by Emma Fisk, 
Boonville, N. Y. 


A Mother’s Faith and Godly Resolve. 
—The ... faith that is in thee, which dwelt 
first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy 
mother Eunice (2 Tim. 1:5). “By faith” 
Noah became the head of a wholly be- 
lieving family in those awful days, What 
encouragement in that for believing men 
and women today! Mrs. Catherine Booth 
stood boldly before God and said, “I 
will not be the mother of a wicked 
child!” And she was not; the Salvation 
Army stands as a monument to her faith 
and to that of her husband.—From the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Illustrator. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Da- 
vid City, Nebr. Prize illustration. 


The Testing Place.—Knowing of whom 
thou hast learned them (2 Tim. 3:14). 
For 120 years Noah preached the Gospel; 
tell me, how many conversions did he 
get? Seven. Who were Noah’s converts? 
They were his wife and family. The 
place where the reality of a man’s re- 
ligion is tested the most is in his own 
home.—From an address by the Rev. 
Alan Redpath. Sent by Elisabeth Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


When They Let the Word Speak.— 
Wives, submit yourselves unto your own 
husbands, as unto the Lord (Eph. 5:22). 
One of the fine lawyers in our church 
told me this story: “A little woman 
came in my office the other day and said 
she wanted me to secure a divorce for 
her. I didn’t know her, but I thought 
I had seen her at our church, so I said 
to her, ‘Huntin’ trouble, eh?’ She bristled 
up, and started fighting back with all 
sorts of self-pitying statements. I let 
her talk to her heart’s satisfaction; and 
then I said to her, ‘If you are deter- 
mined to break up your home over the 
silly things you’ve been telling me, go 
ahead; but I’m not in that sort of busi- 
ness.’ She got up to leave, but I knew 
she wasn’t leaving. I reached over and 
took my Bible and started reading some 
of the New Testament passages about 
the way a Christian man and woman 
should regard their marital vows. She 
stopped me. And she asked me if I 
would see them together. I pointed to 
the telephone, and she called her hus- 
band. It developed that he had an office 
in the same building. In five minutes 
he was in my Office. She asked me to 
read the same passages again. Within 
less time than it takes me to tell you, 
they were in one another’s arms. He 
asked me how much he owed me. I told 
him I would collect weekly, and that 
the payment would consist of their pres- 
ence at Sunday school and church and 
at Training Union. You remember the 
little couple that joined by letter last 
Sunday night? They were those people.” 
—From Louie D. Newton, in the Teacher. 
Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nashville, 
Tenn, 


Obedience and [Illness.—That it may 
be well with thee, and thou mayest live 
long on the earth (Eph. 6:3). Years ago, 
out in the country, we knew a girl in 
her teens who had measles in winter- 
time. She was put to bed, but was not 
very sick. Her parents had to drive to 
town on business. They gave her strict 
orders to stay in bed and keep warm, 
but left her with some misgivings, for 
she was a willful child and had never 
learned to obey. As soon as they were 
gone she thought of something she 
wanted from the unheated upstairs, and 
in spite of what her parents had com- 
manded, she got out of bed and went up 
in only her night clothes. Several days 
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later we conducted her funeral, for she 
had contracted pneumonia and died. We 
recalled the words of a famous children’s 
specialist: “When it comes to serious 
illness, the child who has been taught 
to obey stands four times the chance of 
recovery that the spoiled and undisci- 
plined child does.”—A personal experi- 
ence. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, 
Kans. The quotation included was also 
sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Making the Children Want “More”!— 
Bring them up in the nurture .. . of 
the Lord (Eph. 6:4). A mother with three 
children was about to leave home for a 
few days. Gathering them about her 
she talked to them about her absence 
and their behavior and prayers until she 
should return. She then poured out 
her heart with them in prayer. All 
heads were raised and every face was 
full of sunshine. After a moment’s pause 
a little two-year-old boy bowed his head 
down by his mother’s cheek, and said, 
“More.” When a parent’s love and exam- 
ple can evoke from children a call for 
more prayer, the home happiness is as- 
sured.—From the Faithful Witness. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 559) 


1. It teaches us to respect the rights 
of other personalities besides ourselves. 


2. The Bible narratives present many 
pictures of home life, shcwing what 
makes for blessing and what makes for 
evil (see Isaac, Job, David, and so forth); 
it uses also proverbs, precepts, and ex- 
hortations, such as Proverbs 18:19; 19:13; 
Deuteronomy 6:7; and our Ephesian pas- 
sage. 


3. No. It is a governmental arrange- 
ment ordained of God. 


4. Yes, just as Jesus, for all His supe- 
riority, was in subjection to Mary and 
Joseph. 


5. The Bible knows no “coming of age” 
in our modern sense, but wise parents 
train their children to independent ac- 
tion, while godly children never cease 
to honor the desires of their parents. 


6. Up to the point where obedience 
would be a denial of the Lord. 


7. There is no connection. (See 2 Tim. 
1:4.) 


8. His high consciousness of divine 
Sonship (Luke 2:49). 


9. It was a personality clash between 
bustling Martha and meditative Mary, 
but still more was it a difference be- 
tween desiring to do something for 
Christ and desiring Christ Himself. 


10. The Word of God was at the center 
of the family life. 


WHEATON, ILL. 
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Lesson for July 8 


Laws of Revival 
(Continued from second page) 


“Confess your faults one to an- 
(Jas. 


said, 
other, and pray one for another” 
5:16). 

A young man, a professing Christian, 
told a minister that he had no Christian 
joy and that things were all wrong. 
Urging the distressed young man to be- 
gin at the beginning, he heard from his 
lips the story of a boyhood theft of 
Sunday school funds he had never made 
right. Asked what to do about it, the 
minister said he should do whatever the 
Spirit of God was urging him to do, and 
then asked, “What do you think you 
should do?” “I must pay it back with 
interest and make a confession at the 
Sunday school,” came the reply. The 
following Sunday, with tears, he made 
the confession and paid the principal 
plus interest. It was a case of convic- 
tion, contrition, and confession, and to 
that was added restitution. Only then 
did he find his lost peace and joy. 

4. Reference to restitution leads us to 
the fourth law of revival, the law of 
correction, or putting things right. Dr. 
F. B. Meyer once began an opening mes- 
sage at the English Keswick by saying 
there could be no blessing for any who 
had left the bills unpaid at home. Evi- 
dently the thrust pierced some hearts, 
as there was a considerable run on the 
post office next day to dispatch money 
orders to square accounts at home. It 
was a wise reminder on the part of Dr. 
Meyer. While we ignore things in our 
lives that should and could be righted, 
God’s blessing is likely to be withheld. 
Sin must not only be confessed, but 
where restitution is possible, apology 
needed, or some amendment required, 
action to put things right must be taken. 
Moreover, the sins that have _hin- 
dered God’s blessings and weakened 
our testimony should be resolutely put 
away. 


This putting away of practices and 
habits that mar a believer’s life is 
strongly urged in the New Testament. 


For example, Peter calls us to lay aside 
all malice, guile, hypocrisies, envies, and 
evil speakings (1 Pet, 2:1). Is there any 
lurking spirit of malice within? Malice 
is desire for another’s hurt, or pleasure 
therein. It springs from a spirit of en- 
mity, and to rid the heart of malice 
requires laying aside all enmity toward 
others. Revival will not come while 
God’s people harbor malice. Nor yet 
while they use guile and practice hypoc- 
risy. Deceit and insincerity are most 
abhorrent to the Lord, and must be put 
away. As for envy, where malice de- 
lights in another’s hurt, envy grieves over 
another’s good fortune or good qualities. 
This, too, must go if revival is to come. 
Then by “evil speakings” is meant slan- 


der, speaking false and derogatory things 
about others. 


If such things have de- 
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filed our lives, they need to be both con- 
fessed and forsaken. 

Paul, too, lists some things we are to 
put away. Where Peter puts his finger 
on a special form of lying, slander, Paul 
calls on us to have done with every form 
of falsehood. “Wherefore putting away 
lying, speak every man truth with his 
neighbour” (Eph. 4:25). Are we doing 
it? There can be no revival while the 
lives of God’s people are cluttered with 


falsehoods. Or take Paul’s further word 
in this context, “Let him that stole steal 
no more.” Is there some business dis- 


honesty staining our hands? Have we 
yielded to the temptation to cheat the 
government out of taxes or customs duty 
properly due? Recently a Canadian 
periodical published an article telling 
of the devious ways that Windsor house- 
wives take to avoid paying duty on De- 
troit purchases. Evidently it was done 
by many with little sense of there being 
any wrong in it. It was something of a 
game, it would seem. But to reflect that 
these are the mothers of children and 
members of churches, too, in many in- 
stances, is to realize that it is a game 
that is better not played. As I read, I 
recalled what John Wesley did about 
the same thing. Finding that smuggling 
was common in Cornwall, even among 
Methodists, Wesley insisted no one could 
remain a Methodist who practiced smug- 
gling. His ultimatum bore good fruit, 
for a few years later he was able to say 
of his Cornwall Methodists, “That de- 
testable practice of cheating the king 
has entirely ceased among the members 
of our societies.” Is there any such “de- 
testable cheating” in our lives? Till it is 
put away, it blocks revival. 

Then Paul says, “Let no corrupt com- 
munication proceed out of your mouth 
...’—no dirty talk. God hates unclean 
thoughts, words, and deeds. While they 
are encouraged and condoned in the 
life, no amount of outward Christian 
profession can avail, and till we confess 
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and forsake such things we shall know 
nothing of revival. 

Lastly Paul insists that any unchari- 
tableness in us must go. “Let all bitter- 
ness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, 
and evil speaking, be put away from 
you, with all malice: and be ye kind 
one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another, even as God for Christ’s 
sake hath forgiven you.” The bitter, 
angry, and unforgiving spirit must give 
way to tender, forgiving love. 

In one of Moody’s campaigns a week 
of meetings produced no results, and 
there was no power evident. Moody 
was finally led to say that perhaps some- 
one was harboring an unforgiving spirit. 
At once the man sitting next to Moody, 
the chairman of the committee in charge 
of the meetings, left the platform. 
Moody’s word had reached his heart. He 
had been at odds with someone for 
months. At once he looked up the man 
and asked him to forgive him. That 
night the inquiry room was thronged, 
and that chairman became a most effec- 
tive servant of the Lord from that time 
on. When uncharitableness went out, 
God’s power and blessing came in. 

Have we lost the joy of our salvation? 
Have we grown ineffective in turning 
others to the Lord? Then let us search 
and see if there be not some enslaving 
sin unconfessed and unamended. The 
world is in its present state because of 
human sin, and we have all contributed 
something to the situation by our own 
sin. If the ills of the world are to be 
remedied, revival is needed, not local, 
but world-wide. Are we willing to meet 
the laws of revival, to be convicted and 
broken before God, to eonfess and cor- 
rect our sins? 


God’s Word is this: “If my people, 
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which are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and seek 
my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and 
will forgive their sins, and will heal 
their land” (2 Chron, 7:14). 


ve 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sande. July 8 
Famous Bible Books 
(Gen, 1:1; Psa. 23; John 3:16; 1 Cor. 13) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 

Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 

used by permission. 

IKE the man who was asked, “Which 

is your favorite eye?” Bible-believing 
Christians will have difficulty in saying 
Bible are most 
famous. In reality, they all comprise one 
Book, and “all scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness; that the 
man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim. 
3:16, 17). 

However, there are undoubtedly some 
particular books in the Word of God that 
the believer will find particularly pre- 
cious at certain times of life, or under 
certain circumstances. Several espe- 
cially loved portions are suggested in 
the Scripture lesson verses assigned for 
this week’s topic. Others will be found 
in the daily Bible readings for the week. 


The Book of Genesis is especially 
loved by most Christians because it tells 
us all we know about man’s origin and 
reveals that God created him perfect, 
and, after he fell into sin, set into mo- 
tion His great plan of redemption, the 
thread of which runs through the entire 
Scriptures. 

Many love the Book of Genesis be- 
cause of its record of God’s dealings with 
various individuals to bring them into 
places of true service and blessing, and 
for its countless examples of the way 
in which God deals with us today for 
the very same purpose. 

Many love the Book of Exodus be- 
cause they see in God’s dealings with 
the Children of Israel a picture of the 
way in which he wants to bring us out 
of bondage to sin into a life of victory 
and into the possession of our posses- 
sions in Christ Jesus. 

To many the Psalms are especially be- 
loved because of their comfort and as- 
surance and inspiration. There are many, 
who know little else about God’s Word, 
who can nevertheless repeat the Twenty- 
third Psalm. 

Many find the Gospels particularly 
helpful because they picture the life of 
the Lord Jesus and give us many of His 
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Genesis—The Book of beginnings, 

Exodus—The Book of departure, 

Leviticus—The Book of atonement, 

Numbers—The Book of the march and 
roll call, 

Deuteronomy—The Book of remem- 

brance, 
and so on. 

Make your own titles as you read, or 
if you can obtain from your pastor, or 
from some other Christian friends, or 
perhaps from a used book store a copy 
of “Your Study Bible,” by John Weaver 
Weddell (now out of print) you will find 
a wealth of valuable suggestions that 
will help you to remember what the 
various books of the Bible tell about, 
what are their key texts, and brief out- 
lines. 

Keep in mind that the Scriptures are 
a veritable gold mine that yields treas- 
ures unlimited to those who are willing 
to search for them, and the treasures 
you find by your own searching, in your 
own devotional time, and out of your 
own experience with God, will stay with 
you far longer than those you merely 
read about, which are the result of the 
searchings of others. Ask God the Holy 
Spirit to open up to you this treasury 
and take of the things of Christ and 
show them unto you, and He will do it. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


I defy any infidel to come forward and 
put his finger on any promise God has 
ever made to man that He has not kept. 
—D. L. Moody. 
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own words, and because they show in 
His life and death His love for all man- 
kind. 

The Epistles are the favorite books of 
many because of their teaching concern- 
ing the Christian life, and the great 
principles of the Christian faith. 


ope 
as 


However, regardless of the particular 
helpfulness of any one portion of God’s 
Word, the great truth is that we may 
find Christ in every portion of it, if 
we will but look for Him, and ask the 
Holy Spirit to reveal Him as we read 
the Word. The Lord Himself said, 
“Search the scriptures; for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life: and they 
are they which testify of me” (John 5: 
39); and in Psalm 40 we read, “Then said 
I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book 
it is written of me, I delight to do thy 
will, O my God” (Psa. 40:7, 8). 


& 


You will find it helpful in studying 
the Bible to have a special copy that 
you can mark up with helpful comments 
and suggestions, and many have found 
that it is worth while to give each book 
of the Bible a special title. For example: 


These 2 Books Give 


Give this book 


have found new 
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to interested church prospects. Leave them in doctors’ 
waiting rooms, beauty parlors, barber shops, or put 
them to use in a hundred-and-one other ways which 


may occur to you. 


Concordia Publishing 





x but How Can I Know? 


By H. W. GOCKEL 


How Can I Know There Is a God? How Can I Know 
Jesus Is God's Son? How Can I Know the Way to 
Heaven? How Can I Know What Happens after Death? 
How Can I Know the Bible Is God’s Word? How Can I 






40 pages. Attractive quantity 
prices: 12 copies, 20c per copy 
plus postage; 50 copies, 19c per 
copy plus postage; 100 copies, 
17¢ per copy plus postage; sin- 
glecopy, 25c per copy, postpaid 
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YOU ARE INVITED 


to 
share the responsibility of providing a 
Christian education for our young people 
today. Never has the need been greater. 
Your gift will help train the pastors, mis- 
sionaries, and Christian laymen of to- 
morrow. Address: 


Shelton Gollege 


Dr. J. Oliver B 


340 W. 55th Street 


568 





il, Jr, Pr 


New York 19,N. Y. 





When answering advertisements, please men- 
tion The Sunday School Times as reference. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the _ International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


July 2 to 8 


Mon.—2 Timothy 1:3-6. Timothy’s Home. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “The unfeigned 
faith that is in thee, which dwelt first 
in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother 
Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee 
also.” Godly children are likely to be 
found in godly homes. The Lord bless- 
eth the habitation of the just. Parents 
who have the Spirit of God are con- 
cerned to have their children born of 
the Spirit, too. The world owes a great 
debt of gratitude to God for godly par- 
ents. Such parents were never more 
needed than now. Pray for the Mid- 
South Bible Institute, 1273 Poplar Ave., 
Memphis 4. 


Tues.—Ephesians 5:22-26; 6:1-4. 
Home Relationships. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Wives .. . hus- 
bands ... children . . . servants.” God 
desires that every Christian home shall 
have the atmosphere of Heaven. Home 
relationships are the most intimate and 
dear that can be known to man. And 
where God’s love prevails, and His grace 
is increased, husbands will love their 
wives after the manner of Christ’s love 
to His Church; and children, their par- 
ents, and servants will honor their mas- 
ters in a manner pleasing to God. The 
homes of godly people influence more 
people in the Gospel than any other in- 
stitution in the world. How about your 
home life? Pray for Vancouver Bible 
Institute, 1601 10th St., W., Vancouver, 
B. C., Can. 


Wed.—Proverbs 1:7-19. 
Parental Instruction. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The instruction 











MORE INCOME FOR YOU! 


More Bibles For All! 
More Peace For The World! 


Read of a remarkable Annuity Plan that enables you to give and 
receive generously at the same time. 

Learn more about a great Christian Plan that enables you to 
help build a bulwark against chaos and godlessness throughout 
the world—and enables you to receive a guaranteed income all 
your life. For free booklet, write today to Dept. SS 207 THE 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 








(Lesson for July 8) June 23, 1951 


... of thy father... and... the law 
of thy mother.” Parents need divine 
teaching in order to teach their children 
“the fear of the Lord [which] is the be- 
ginning of wisdom.” The heaviest respon- 
sibility in this world rests upon parents. 
The first law children know is the law 
of Father and the commandments of 
Mother. Unless children are brought to 
obey their parents they will rebel against 
the will of God. Instruction takes time 
and thought: but it pays, pleases God, 
and profits children, the church, com- 
munity, and country. Pray for Chris- 
tian parents. 


Thurs.—Genesis 33:1-17. Two Brothers. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jacob .. . Esau.” 
As Cain and Abel show the difference 
between men of faith and men of wick- 
edness, so Jacob and Esau reveal the 
difference between God-accepted people, 
and those rejected by Him. “Jacob have 
I loved, but Esau have I hated” (Rom. 
9:13). Many brought up in God-fearing 
homes do not exhibit the mark of God’s 
children. Under the same roof often 
may be found friends of Christ and 
enemies of God (‘see Matt. 10:34-36). 
Blessed are they that fear the Lord. 
Pray for the families of Christians, 


Fri.—Galatians 6:1-10. Sharing Burdens. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Bear ye one an- 
other’s burdens, and so fulfill the law 
of Christ.” Spiritual Christians must 
help their weak brethren over difficulties 
according to capacities and opportunities. 
There are many opportunities for loving 
assistance. Much good may be done 
while the days are passing by. Pray that 
you may see opportunities for helping 
Christian brothers, sisters, and especially 
children for Christ. 


Sat.—Deuteronomy 4:9-14. 
Transmitting the Heritage. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Teach . . . thy 
sons, and thy sons’ sons.” God’s truth 
is for us and for our children and chil- 
dren’s children. As the generation pre- 
ceding us was entrusted with divine rev- 
elation for us, so we are responsible for 
passing it on to other generations. We 
are torchbearers. Pray for holy zeal in 
giving out the truth of God to those 
needing it. 

Sun.—Colossians 3:12-17. 

Love and Forbearance. 
“Forbearing 
charity, 


” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
one another ... put on 
which is the bond of perfectness. 
God puts up with people all the time, 
and we are asked to love them and 
forbear for a short time only. For- 
bearance is the outstanding manifesta- 
tion of love, It is longsuffering. The 
Lord bears long with all offending 
people. He never deals with sinners 


here according to their sins. He is 
kind to the unthankful and to the 
unholy. Pray for more love to others 
and more willingness to bear with 
them in their infirmities. 
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